
1 
 

October 2017 Number 374           

October Is Legal Advocacy Month – and We Welcome  
Professional Women Who Are Challenging ‘The System’ 

       

 

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Perhaps you have seen the headlines about three women who have 

recently filed suit against the prestigious Salk Institute for gender 

discrimination. Two of them, professor-researchers Vicki Lundblad 

and Katherine Jones, and their attorney Deborah Dixon will tell us 

“What it Means to Stand Up to Gender Discrimination” at our Saturday, 

October 21st Branch meeting, at the Women’s Club of Oceanside,  

1606 Missouri Ave., Oceanside.                                                          

That morning we will also hear from our VPs for the Legal Advocacy 

Fund, Sally Cummins and Carol Hilton, who will collect funds for that 

program within AAUW. (Note: AAUW often serves as amicus curiae in 

similar legal cases, but only at the appellate level once the particular case 

goes forward.) Because of the public interest in the current case, we expect a 

huge turnout, and those of you who have been to the Women’s Club know 

that parking can be a problem. So please do not come alone! Bring other 

members or friends with you. 

  

 

 

 
HOW TO REACH THE OCEANSIDE 

WOMEN’S CLUB:                             

From Coast Highway, just turn 

east on Missouri Ave., and follow 

to its end.  

From Oceanside Blvd., turn north 

on Vine, follow the road as it 

curves around until it intersects 

with Missouri -- And there it is. 

GATHERING WILL BEGIN AT 9:30,  

BRANCH MEETING AT 10, and 

PROGRAM FROM 10:20-11:30. 

   

 

From left:         

Vicki Lundblad, 

Katherine Jones 

and attorney 

Deborah Dixon. 

 

 

Women’s Club of Oceanside,     

1606 Missouri Avenue 

Your President’s Message :  Fall is in the air. Don’t you just love the lingering sunny afternoons and crisp, cool 

evenings? One of my favorite things about Fall is knowing that our first meeting of the new (fiscal) year is upon us, and 

bringing with it the chance to reconnect with each other after our summer hiatus, to hear about all the exciting things our 

committees have planned for the upcoming year, and, of course, to meet and hear from our Tech Trek girls. And this year 

did not disappoint! After a fabulous brunch prepared by Seena Trigas, Maggie Wolf-Johnson and Ele Lavender, Tech Trek 

Chair Faye Capps presented a delightful program of interviews of 12 of our 18 Trekkers. We learned about their 

experiences with robotics, aerodynamics, anatomy, and forensics, and were thrilled to hear how Tech Trek solidified their 

commitments to a college education and to careers in STEM. I think we were all left with a feeling of “Mission 

Accomplished.” I was also thrilled that six members of our local Soroptimist Club attended to hear first-hand (cont. pg. 2) 
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   AAUW MISSION STATEMENT 

   AAUW Mission is to advance equity for                

women and girls through Advocacy, Education, 

Philanthropy and Research.   

   AAUW DIVERSITY STATEMENT                           

In principle, and practice, AAUW values and  

seeks a diverse membership. There shall be no 

barriers to full participation in this organization on 

the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual 

orientation, national origin, disabilities, or class. 

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES (EO Fund) 

 AAUW Educational Opportunities provides funds to 

advance self- development for women and to foster 

equity and positive societal change.      

      LEGAL ADVOCACY FUND (LAF) 

    The AAUW Legal Advocacy Fund provides funding    

and a support system for women seeking judicial 

redress for sexual discrimination. 

 CARLSBAD-OCEANSIDE-VISTA BRANCH             

President for 2017-2018  KATHI HARPER, 760-217-8970                                                          

 Pres. Elect: LYNDA DANIELS, 760-542-6631 

Elected Board Members:                                            

SEENA TRIGAS, Programs VP                                      

JANET SHANNON, AMY SHANNON, Membership VPs 

CHARLENE WILLIAMSON, Educational Opp. VP                 

SALLY CUMMINS, CAROL HILTON, LAF VPs                 

WANDA DOWNER, ELLIE BURTON, Co-Secys.                   

BELLE BOHN, Treasurer                                     

Appointed Board Members and Committee Chairs:                                                

E-Communications: ADRIANNE HAKES                         

Public Policy – REBECCA GRESH, TAMI JOHANSEN       

Parliamentarian: ELVA VOLLBRECHT                             

Bylaws : KAY RILEY                                                    

Web Master: ELE LAVENDER                                                                                                                 

IBC Rep: JANET LEARY                                       

Scholarship and, Directory: DOREEN ROBINSON                             

Historian: CAROLYN RODOSTA                          

Sunshine: MARY LOU HENRY                                   

Membership Treasurer and ACTION Circulation:     

SUE MITCHELL                                                                   

ACTION Editor: JAN BOYSEN                                              

COV Website: cov-ca.aauw.net                                      

also see www.facebook.com/aauwcov/posts                

COV E-mail: aauw.cov@gmail.com                                 

State Website: aauw-ca.org                                  

National Website: aauw.org 

 

 

 

(President’s message, cont.) what an impact their $4,500 grant made, and I urge 

all members to attend their fundraiser “Women of Substance & Style” on 

October 15th at the Sheraton Carlsbad.  Thanks also to Genentech for continuing 

to provide funding for eleven girls from Oceanside and Vista.                                                             

Members also had a chance to meet our wonderful, hard-working Board and 

hear from each of our Committee Chairs and Interest Group Leaders.                    

I hope that all of you who attended were left feeling inspired to EDUCATE! 

ADVOCATE! and PARTICIPATE! – President Kathi Harper                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tech Trek Girls Bring Reports to Opening COV Meeting 

This summer, 18 girls from Carlsbad, Oceanside, Vista and San Marcos went to 

week-long Tech Trek camps representing our Branch. (San Marcos was added 

after their AAUW branch disbanded earlier this year.) Ten girls went to UC Irvine 

and 8 went to UCSD. Here are the first names and schools represented at the 

camps: From Carlsbad: Remy-Claire at Valley Middle School (MS); Sofia from 

Aviara Oaks MS.; and Mia from Calavera Hills MS. From Oceanside, Abigail and 

Nicole from Lincoln MS; Mary Helen and Leslie from Martin Luther King MS; and 

Vivian from Jefferson MS. Representing Vista were Kimberly from Vista 

Innovation; Arlyn from Vista Magnet MS; Alice from Madison MS; Sarina from 

Rancho Minerva MS; and Sierra and Emily from Roosevelt MS (which is located 

in Oceanside.) San Marcos girls were Kelana and Kaityln from San Elijo MS, 

Marilu from San Marcos MS, and Sasha from Double Peak. Each of the girls 

selected were rising eighth-graders. Our meeting was an occasion where 12 of 

the 18 shared with our members the excitement of STEM-fields learning in a 

hands-on campus environment. Faye Capps is our Branch Leader for Tech Trek. 

She, Ele Lavender, and the Tech Trek committee handle interviewing candidates 

and fundraising for future selections. Seena Trigas helped secure grants from 

Genetech and Oceanside-Carlsbad Soroptimist International, and $1,125 was 

raised at the event from our members. 

  

 

CONDOLENCES to JANET SHANNON, 

whose husband John died in September 

following extensive heart surgery. 

 

http://www.aauw-cov.net/
http://www.facebook.com/aauwcov/posts
http://www.aauw-ca.org/
http://www.aauw.org/
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Interest 
Groups      
                          

BRIDGE GROUPS meet monthly all year. We have groups that 

meet first and fourth Monday afternoons, first and second 

Thursday afternoons, and also a Saturday evening couples group. 

We are considering beginning a Bridge Study group which would 

offer refresher/beginner bridge lessons. This would be open to 

current group members, subs and other AAUW members. If 

interested, please contact Wanda Downer, chair, at 760-941-

2841. We’ll get back to you if there is enough interest to pursue 

this. bwdowner@cox.net.                                                                    

DINING ABOUT is a group of couples and singles who enjoy 

getting together at a restaurant for a meal and interesting 

conversation. For our first meal we are looking at either a lunch 

or an early dinner at The Crossings in Carlsbad. I am working on 

setting a date that will work best for our members in either 

October or November. If you think you might be interested in 

joining us, contact Sue Howe, suehowe@sbcglobal.net  or call     

760-758-1641.                                                                                                 

DRAMA DIVAS  After great effort, the COV Divas have gathered, 

culled and distributed plays to other participants. They will 

begin their year with “Nine Parts of Desire” by Heather Ruffo 

on Thurs., Oct. 12th at 1 pm at the home of Kay Riley, 4024 

Crescent Pt. Road, Carlsbad. – Jean Mandelbaum, chair, 

jeanmandelbaum@yahoo.com.  

EXPLORING CALIFORNIA  This season we are emphasizing 

Southern California from the 1870s to 1915. We’ll meet Mon., 

Oct. 16th at 9:30 at Doreen Robinson’s, 3656 Merced Dr., 

Oceanside. Dee Porter is co-hostess. Topics: Gertrude Atherton 

& the Elite – Sally Cummins; Pasadena and the Arroyo -- Ele 

Lavender; Ishi, the Last ‘wild’ Indian – Malinda Whitelaw. New 

members are welcome. Contact Jan Boysen, 

jan_boysen1@att.net.  

GREAT DECISIONS  will meet at the home of Doreen Robinson , 

3656 Merced Dr., Oceanside, on Wed. Oct 18 at 6 pm to discuss 

Afghanistan and Pakistan. Kathi Harper, leader. 

HAPPY HIKERS On Sun., Sept. 10, 8 hikers enjoyed a beautiful 

morning at the Batiquitos Lagoon. A first-ever “get-away” to 

the endearing town of Julian is planned for Oct. 7th- 8th. Though 

the rooms have been booked, if you are interested in joining us 

for the day, get in touch with Belle Bohn, bjbohn1@mac.com. 

LUNCH BUNCH   Thirteen members met at Dinis’ by the Sea on 

Fri., Sept. 8 and enjoyed great conversations. We plan to have 

an equally fine time as we meet on Fri., Oct. 13th at 11:30 am at 

the Village Café, 406 Main St., Vista. We’ll have a separate 

meeting room and a variety of Mexican and American items 

available. RSVP to Belle Bohn, bjbohn1@mac.com.or call 760-

732-3587.                                                                                             

MAH JONGG  We will meet Wed., Oct. 11th at 1 pm at Nelle 

Hefner’s, 2731 Woodwind Rd., Carlsbad. Call her at 760-730-

9271, or nelleh@sbsglobal.net.  

MOSTLY BOOKS  We hope you will join us for our discussion of 

A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles on Tues., Oct. 24th  at 

the home of Wanda Fuller, 5048 Santorini Way in Ocean Hills. 

This is the story of a Count who is sentenced to house arrest in 

Moscow’s Metropole Hotel after the Russian Revolution 

destroys his family. Learn how he copes with, and masters, his 

lifetime sentence. – Belle Bohn, bjbohn1@mac.com.  

MYSTERY BOOKS   We will meet on Mon., Oct. 2 at 1 pm at the 

home of Sing Baker, 866 Violet Court, Carlsbad 92011. Our 

reading for this month is any mystery by Agatha Christie. Please 

RSVP to Sing at sing@roadrunner.com or 760-804-9234.                                                                                                                                     

ON THE GO  At “press time” there were still a few spaces 

available for the Fall Cooking Class at chef Maggie Johnson’s 

home in Ramona. It begins at 11 am on Friday the 13th! Ele 

Lavender will arrange car pools for the drive. The cost is $20 

per person, going to support Tech Trek events we hold for the 

girls. The group will cook and eat a delicious, garden-fresh 

Asian lunch. RSVP to elavender@roadrunner.com.                    

SCRABBLE There will be a competition at Lynda Daniels, 4547 

Picadilly Ct., Carlsbad on Tues. Oct. 9th at 1 p.m. Call her at 760-

542-6631. 

                                                                                          

 

 --------------------------------------------------------------- 

GAME DAY IS COMING!  Save the afternoon 

of Nov. 18th (after the Branch Meeting) to 

enjoy bridge, mah jongg, scrabble, and prizes!!  

— A fundraiser for COV Local College Scholarships — 

 

LUNCH WILL BE 

AVAILABLE, TOO! 

mailto:bwdowner@cox.net
mailto:suehowe@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jeanmandelbaum@yahoo.com
mailto:jan_boysen1@att.net
mailto:bjbohn1@mac.com
mailto:bjbohn1@mac.com.or
mailto:nelleh@sbsglobal.net
mailto:bjbohn1@mac.com
mailto:sing@roadrunner.com
mailto:elavender@roadrunner.com
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  Public Policy Matters                                                                      

Can you remember the day you first learned about AAUW? 

Maybe you recall that special thing that made you think, “Yes – I 

want to be a part of that!” Was it the desire to join the fight to 

help all women achieve economic self-sufficiency? Or maybe it 

was the idea of finding ways to guarantee equality, individual 

rights and social justice for the underserved in your community 

that got your juices flowing.                                                            

Now here you are, two to ten years and 120 bridge games, 

lunches or book discussions later – and public policy is just a 

report you hear each month from your branch PP chair. What if 

you could fit in just one extra hour, maybe two, each month to 

rekindle your passion for doing something that would make a big 

difference in the lives of girls and women?                                       

In many branches all the work is left to the Public Policy chair. 

But one person can only do so much. We are still fighting for 

equal pay for equal work; still being denied promotions and 

access to power; still facing workplace policies that make it 

harder on women than men to balance life/work responsibilities; 

still watching female athletes being denied equal access on 

playing fields and in coaching positions;  still watching state after 

state pass laws restricting our access to safe, effective family 

planning methods of our choice; still afraid of sexual violence on 

campus, and domestic violence in the home, and physical 

violence in the military.                                                                         

Any of these making you mad? Are you ready to join the chorus 

and declare, “We’re not going to just keep taking it?” Your state 

Public Policy Committee wants to remind you that Public Policy 

Still Matters, and encourages you to contact your branch PP co-

chairs today to ask “What can I do to make a difference?” 

Sometimes all that’s needed is just an extra pair of hands.  You 

don’t need to be an attorney or political science major to do 

public policy work – just passion and your gift of time.– Kathi 

Harper, member of the AAUW CA Public Policy Committee.                                                    

   

   LUNCH AND LEARN                                                  

Did you know that on average across degree levels, women in 

college take on initial student loan balances that are about 14 

percent greater than men’s? And that upon completion of a 

bachelor’s degree, women’s average accrued student debt is 

about $1,500 greater than men’s? These facts and the research 

behind them will be illuminated at this year’s first Lunch and 

Learn on Wed. October 25th from noon until 1 pm at the 

Oceanside Library Community Room, just east of the library on 

the Oceanside Civic Plaza. RSVP to Kathi Harper or Becky Gresh.   

                                                              

    ֍ 

                                                                   

 

 

Crystal Simpson-Brandt                                       

New member Crystal Simpson will                                                    

soon have a name change as she                                            

marries her long-time partner,                                                         

Jeffery Stebbins. Born in York, PA.,                                                        

in 1997 she entered Tennessee                                                     

State, but after two years, married                                                  

and began a family. Now, 20 years                                            

later, she has recently completed                                                  

her degree in organizational                                                  

management from Pt. Loma University. 

Her middle child, daughter Sierra Brandt, was one of our Tech 

Trek girls this past summer. Crystal was so impressed by the 

program and goals of AAUW, and the women she met from our 

branch, that she joined AAUW herself. 

Crystal is a whirlwind of energy – she works as an Operational 

Manager for Canteen Vending, a nationwide supplier to 

schools, colleges, parks, and even prisons. To oversee their San 

Diego warehouse with its many employees, 36 drivers, and 3 

customer service reps, she drives 300-600 miles a week, 

ranging from the Pacific coast to Santee, and Lake Elsinore to 

the Mexican border. 

Her oldest son plays trumpet in the Vista High School 

Regimental Band; the younger son is into karate and soccer; 

while Sierra shines at writing, schoolwork and art. 

Jean Young 

               Born in Pittsburgh but raised in the  

                country, Jean, youngest of six  

                children, graduated from Penn State 

                with a BS in social studies. She taught 

                junior high in a Pittsburgh suburb, in a 

                               room topped with skylights. More  

                days were cloudy than not. One day  

                the sun broke through and the entire 

                class clapped. That convinced Jean 

that she wanted to live elsewhere – “I didn’t want to live where 

you have to wait days to see the sun!”   When her boyfriend 

went to Viet Nam, Jean went to San Diego, and taught in Jamul 

for five years. After the first year, her fiancé,  Jeff Young, 

returned from the war and they married. They had a son, and in 

the next few years, Jean obtained her Master’s from SDSU.            

Jeff worked for Colgate-Palmolive International, and was 

transferred to New York for two years and       (cont. p. 5)          

for another. Venez 

 
 

 

 

Meet Our New Members 
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(cont. from p. 4) to Caracas for another. Venezuela was too  

dangerous for the family, so they returned to the U.S. and   

settled in Walnut Creek, CA., where their second son was born.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PERIODICAL 

 

(cont. from p. 4) to Caracas for another. Venezuela proved too 

dangerous for the family, so they returned to the United States 

and settled in Walnut Creek, CA., where their second son was 

born. Jean taught adult school in Concord for several years.                                           

Jeff took a job with Fortune Magazine, and when transferred to 

Los Angeles, they settled in Thousand Oaks, and Jean taught adult 

ed. and independent study in Simi Valley.                                                     

When her husband was sidelined by rheumatoid arthritis, he took 

early retirement and they moved to San Marcos. Both sons 

attended SDSU, and now live in Carlsbad. Jean and Jeff now have 

four grandchildren, two boys and two girls.  Although                     

busy with grandkid activities, yoga, tennis and a book club, Jean 

wanted to re-engage with AAUW. She hopes to be active with the 

Public Policy committee, and her personal interest is in stopping 

sexual trafficking.    

 

 

 

 

                                                   

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Annual Required Documents     

for U.S. Post Office shown 

above. 

DIRECTORY CHANGES   (to copy, or cut and paste.                

Errors noted in the 2017-2018 Directory that involve address, 

phone or e-mail:                                                                              

ADD:                                                                                                

Margaret (Maggie) Wolfe Johnson   (H) 858-431-6137               

24912 Via Lopez Ct.                               Birthday 4/8            

Ramona, CA 92065                                                                                 

Maggiewjohnson51@gmail.com                                                                

CORRECTIONS:                                                                                           

Renny Dowling – jdow1243@aol.com                                                    

Maxine Feller  -- maxelsue@gmail.com                                                   

Donna Goyer – dgoyer@csusm.edu                                                        

Nelle Hefner – (H) 760-730-9271 (C)  760-815-2009                            

Erica Heisler – (H) 760-295-7585  (Her info is on Addendum pg.)                                                          

Carolyn Taylor – city: Oceanside   zip: 92057                                      

Charlene Williamson  -- Char.williamson662@gmail.com                                                          

NOTE – In some directories, Joanna Murphy’s information 

appears on the following page from her name. In others it is 

right. Please check your copy. If you find additional errors, 

please contact Lynda Daniels so that we can update the master. 

Several birthdays also are missing: Joyce King – 10/1; Janis 

Musante 11/11; Annette O’Brien – 8/14. (Educational 

institution errors will be corrected in database for later use.)                                                           

 

 

 

 INTERBRANCH COUNCIL (IBC) 

On Oct. 19 at 11 am, Fallbrook AAUW is having a Mah Jongg 

tournament at 1175 Stage Coach Lane (VFW). Cost $20 to 

enter, with lunch included. 

On Oct. 21 at 10 am, there will be a Human Trafficking Panel 

in the Schulman Auditorium at the Dove Library, Carlsbad. 

The Del Mar Leucadia AAUW, Soroptimist International, and 

League of Women Voters are collaborating on this program. 

                                                                                               

The October Board Meeting on Mon. the 9th at 9:30 am 

has been moved to the home of Jan Boysen, 5250 Angelina 

Rd., Oceanside. Her phone number is 760-631-7055. 

mailto:Maggiewjohnson51@gmail.com
mailto:jdow1243@aol.com
mailto:maxelsue@gmail.com
mailto:dgoyer@csusm.edu
mailto:Char.williamson662@gmail.com
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                                          PERIODICAL 

          

          

          

          

                  

AAUW ACTION ( USPS 356-750) is published monthly, except July & August,                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

for $5.50 by Carlsbad-Oceanside-Vista Branch of AAUW, PO Box 443, Carlsbad, CA 92018.                                                                                                                                                                                  

POSTMASTER: Please send address changes to                                                                                                                                                                                        

P.O. Box 443, Carlsbad, CA 92018.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
STATEMENT OF PUBLICATION: AAUW ACTION is an official publication of the                                                                                                                                                                                                    

American Assoc. of University Women. All information or comments may be sent to                                                                                                                                                                                               

Newsletter Editor JAN BOYSEN, jan_boysen1@att.net.
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